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Conference Partners 
Florida Family Network 

Florida A & M University
Florida Black Chamber of Commerce
Tuskegee University


From Disparity to Prosperity – Building From the Ground Up
Agenda at – a Glance 
FABC’s ultimate mission is to work in partnership with organizations, communities and families to create policies and access to mechanisms to save, invest and preserve financial assets.  It is our expectation that the creation of strategic policies will assure that asset building opportunities will be available for communities and families of color, as well as for all low – to moderate income families. This conference purpose is to provide a historic and interdisciplinary template to build upon for a policy agenda for 2010.
Thursday, November 19, 2009

9:00 – 12:00 am

Florida A & M University – College of Engineering Science Technology and 

Agriculture – Rural Development Strategic Planning Pre-Conference
The goal of the meeting is to bring together constituents, academia, and professionals who are stakeholders in North Florida’s rural communities.  The objectives of the meeting are to delineate rural conditions, develop a position paper, establish action items and begin shaping an annual meeting to synthesize and evaluate the previous year’s work.  Rural communities are stewards of the vast majority of Florida’s land and natural resources.  However, conditions such as low per capita income and high poverty compared to the state’s average severely impacts the ability of rural communities to experience the growth and prosperity as enjoyed by many other successful communities in the State of Florida.  The State’s continued growth and prosperity depends greatly upon the civic, social, community and economic development of rural communities.  

1:00 – 3:00 pm                 Florida Black Chamber of Commerce – Board of Directors Annual Meeting – 
                                            Open to Conference participants Eugene Franklin, President

3:00 – 5:00 pm       
         Florida Black Chamber of Commerce – Annual Meeting –  

                                
           Panel Discussion – Cultural Entrepreneurship and Commerce - “Innovative Tools for    

   Developing the Disadvantaged Communities Gene Franklin - Facilitator

   Melvin Rogers, Florida Black Chamber of Commerce - Invited

   Ed Rodriguez, Florida Small Business Administration Advisory Board –Invited

   Francois Guillaume, Jr., Haitian American Chamber of Commerce of FL-Invited                                  

1:00 – 5:00 pm                Florida Asset Building Coalition Strategic Planning Meeting


                                           A full coalition meeting - This strategic planning meeting will be setting the goals and 
                                           Strategies for a 3 – 5 year strategic plan for the structure and activities of the FABC.    

                                           A focus will also be on the final development of the policy platform for the 2010-   

                                          2011 legislative sessions.

Friday, November 20, 2009

8:30 – 9:00 am               Presentation of Colors-Cultural Opening     

                                           Opening of Prayer

                                            Eugene Franklin, President

                                            Florida Black Chamber of Commerce & Board Member


                                            Florida Asset Building Coalition

Welcome

                                           Local Dignitary (identified by Larry)

                                           Opening Remarks


                                           Sokoya Finch, Executive Director

                                           Florida Asset Building Coalition

9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
   Plenary

Bob Conner
Vice President for Research
Infoworks Research, Inc.
Topic:  The “Targeted Community Initiative” A Comprehensive Approach to Community Development & Social Problem-solving 
10:30 – 10:45 am
Break

10:45 – 11:45 am
Concurrent Workshops I – THEME:  Savings for Emergencies/Financial Stability
· Health without Wealth- A Strategic Framework for Improving Racial and Ethnic Minority Health –  Promising Ideas for Asset Policies : The HHS Region IV example -  
Captain Arlene Lester, DDS, MPH – Office of the Secretary, 

U.S. Department of Health Human Services – Office of Minority Health

· Assets & Opportunity Scorecard Presentation- Implications and Highlights for Florida – 

 LeElaine Comer – State Policy Specialist, CFED
· The Disenfranchised Population Reentry Issues – How it impact Individual and Families’ Financial Security and Poverty Level 
Larry Williams, Executive Director – Simeon Resource & Development Center for Men, Inc., and Board Member – Florida Asset Building Coalition, Roberto Hugh Potter PhD, University of Central Florida/Criminal Justice and Natasha Young, Re-Entry Coordinator and Education Literacy Coordinator, Federal Correctional Institution.
· Disaster Preparedness/Leveraging your Finances with Volunteers and Donations 
Cicero Hartsfield-Consultant, Volunteer Florida, Office of Emergency Management-
11:45 - 12:00 pm
Break

12:00 – 1:15 pm
Lunch


Opening Remarks


Youth Talent – Lee Williams – Spoken Word with a Conscience
Plenary Speaker:  Yeshi Abebe, Esq. – Special Assistant, Rural Development – United States Department of Agriculture, “"Current and Future Initiatives to improve rural development and homeownership"
1:15 – 1:30

Break

1:30 – 2:15 pm

Concurrent Workshops II – THEME:  Investment Based Policies
· Asset Coalition Building in the Black Belt:  Strategic assessment, development, and strengthening 

State and regional asset coalitions are powerful vehicles in the development of asset-based policy for low-income families and communities.  Since, 2006, state and regional coalitions have been established and across the states of Alabama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi.  The objective has been to establish a network of organizations and coalitions with vested interests in instituting positive systemic policy change in support of asset-based policies and program.  Recently, an assessment/survey was conducted to identify factors that could be useful in strengthening and better mobilizing these coalitions.  This workshop will discuss the key findings of the strategic assessment.

Gena Gunn, Project Director- Washington University, Center for Social Development
· Reshaping African American Entrepreneurship  - 
Dr. Carlton Robinson, Senior Researcher – George Washington   

Carver Humanitarian Institute
· Youth Entrepreneurship:  The Greatest Resource for Economic Growth and Community Sustainability
Vonda Richardson, Extension Marketing Specialist –  
Florida A & M University – Cooperative Extension Program

Sandra Thompson, Community Resource Development Faculty,  

Florida A & M University

2:15 - 3:00
Break

3:00 – 3:45
Concurrent Workshop III – THEME:  Framing the Policy Agenda
· Organizing for 21st Century Change:  Navigating the unknown – 

 Dr. Veronica Womack- Associate Professor:  Georgia College & 
        State University, 

 Ron Gilbert, Senior Policy Analysts –Arise Citizen’s Policy Project


 Invited Florida Representatives – 
· Immigrants in the Shadows -A Human Rights Issue an Asset Building Policies Implications,
Martha Lushman Zayas, Executive Director, Voices for Justice
· Access to Capital  - Show me the Money
Mark Scovera, President – Access Florida Finance Corporation
· Community Benefit Agreements:  Innovative Tools for Asset Building and Economic Development – A Methodology for the People and by the People  -   Cornelius Blanding, Director of Field Operations & Special Projects,  Federation of Southern Cooperatives
4:00 p.m.
Adjournment for day – Dinner on Own 
Saturday, November 21, 2009

7:30 – 8:30 am                
Breakfast on your own
8:30 – 10:00am              
 Welcome – Recap & Overview 


Plenary Speakers

                                             

        Small Group Table Discussions
10:00 – 10:15 a.m            Reporting In – Speaking Out


10:15 – 10:30 a.m.             Closing Remarks – Where Do We Go From Here 

                                               Sokoya Finch/Dreamal Worthen/Gene Franklin

11:00 pm                              Adjournment
Conference Goals:

· To develop a new framework or paradigm shift leading to reframing the issues and their contexts to build sustainable financial assets for Florida’s low and moderate income families through partnerships, advocacy, policy formation, change in state rules, etc.
· Create a dialogue around the central tenants and roots of wealth inequity in order to create cross cutting strategies that will lead to good and effective policies.  
· Unify diverse stakeholders such as community leaders, faith-based leaders, academicians, elected officials, business, provider agencies, funders, foundations, financial institutions, lawyers, Farmworkers, Immigrants, researchers, and others for the purpose of improving the lives of low- and moderate income individuals and families.
Post Conference Objectives

1)
       Develop and publish conference proceedings
2)       Develop policy recommendations around savings in particular to improve the lives of low- and moderate   

           income individuals and families

3)
       Develop strategies to bring on board key State of Florida officials on board

4)      
Establish a template for a public policy campaign on asset building, particularly around savings
          
Explore Opportunities for networking and building future partnerships
5)      To have a framework of the FABC 3 – 5 years Strategic  



